
Checkpoint Lesvos 
Filmmaking Opportunity 

 
Are you interested in filmmaking?  

Would you like to learn more about the processes involved by working on a live project?  
 

We have a great opportunity for two individuals to collaborate on a multimedia 
documentary project based on Lesvos. 

 
 
You do not need to have previous experience but you must have a deep interest in filmmaking 
and storytelling and be able to communicate comfortably in English. You must also be 18 years 
or older, living on Lesvos. You will collaborate with the project director, Davide Marchesi. 
 
Through Office of Displaced Designers you will be provided with access to the equipment and 
space you need to communicate with the director and undertake the project.  
 
*Please note that this is a free training opportunity. This is not a paid position. 

 

About the project 
Checkpoint Lesvos is a multimedia project that aims to document history and show a bigger 
picture perspective of the island of Lesvos and how people and stories are connected and 
impacted by the pressing issues of migration. The first phase of the project led to the creation of 
a short documentary, filmed and produced on Lesvos between the end of 2015 and the 
beginning of 2016. 
 
Through personal stories, independent voices and grassroots experiences it aims to present 
daily life here and to seek out the mundane. 
 
It is important to know that narration never dwells on the tragedy or tries to be dramatic, Instead, 
the project aims to present a balanced account of the realities of everyday life for the many 
different people now living here, and explore how stories can connect. 
 
 
 
There are three main themes that will be used to guide the research: 



Everyday Life 
● What is it like to grow up on Lesvos in the 2000s? 
● What it was like to grow up here 30-40-50 years ago? 
● What kind of place is Lesvos? How have previous migration events impacted local 

culture? 
● What is the local economy based on? This could lead to interesting subjects to explore 

such as tourism and the impact of the arrival of a lot of new people on the island 
(refugees of course, but also volunteers and organisations, bringing money in), 
especially when the economy has a direct connection to the land (local products, such 
as olives, oil, cheese, etc.).  

 
Rescue and the Law 

● How do rescuers handle the conflicts between their motivation to save lives and the 
personal legal risks to them? 

● How do potential charges of people-smuggling affect how they work? 
● What are the parameters for the definitions of people smuggling vs. sea rescue? 
● Who are the rescuers? International organisations vs local fishermen for example. 

 
Moria 

● What are the stories of action and resilience of people living in Moria camp? 
● What informal markets exist? Are there alternative currencies, for example? 
● How do communities support each other in these challenging conditions? 

 
About Davide Marchesi 
Davide works as a filmmaker and photographer in Milan, Italy. After graduating in International 
Relations in 2009, he moved to London where he started working as a filmmaker. Currently 
Davide keeps working on a number of commercial video and photographic projects, favouring a 
documentary and reportage approach for his personal work. Davide has been developing 
Checkpoint Lesvos since the summer of 2015. 

Application 
To be eligible to apply, you must: 

● Be 18 years or above 
● Live on Lesvos 
● Be comfortable communicating in English 

 
Please complete the online form at: https://goo.gl/forms/liFAHmuYHaPOU1Bw2 

https://goo.gl/forms/liFAHmuYHaPOU1Bw2

